
 

   

 

March 25, 2026 

 

 

 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 

United States House of Representatives 

2205 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

RE: Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control Sterile Mosquito Project – 

Support 

 

Dear Congressman Calvert: 

 

The Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District’s Sterile Mosquito Insectary 

and Emergency Operations Center project warrants strong support for Community 

Project Funding. 

 

The Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District plays a vital role in 

protecting residents and visitors from mosquito-borne diseases. In recent years, the rapid 

spread of the invasive Aedes aegypti mosquito has significantly impacted quality of life 

across the Coachella Valley. Unlike traditional mosquito species, Aedes aegypti 

mosquitoes are active during the day and present a heightened public health concern due 

to their ability to transmit diseases such as dengue and other pathogens not currently 

established in Riverside County. Addressing this emerging threat requires innovative and 

proactive strategies. 

 

The district’s implementation of sterile insect technique represents a forward-looking and 

sustainable approach to mosquito control. By releasing sterilized mosquitoes to reduce 

the overall mosquito population, the district is applying proven scientific methods that 

provide long-term, community-wide benefits. Because mosquito control efforts are most 

effective when implemented regionally, federal support for a Sterile Mosquito Insectary 

would strengthen public health protections throughout the entire Coachella Valley. 

 

The project also includes the development of an Emergency Operations Center that 

would enhance regional emergency preparedness and response capabilities. Located near 
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Interstate 10, the district’s facility provides a strategic location for a secondary 

Emergency Operations Center serving the eastern Coachella Valley, an area that currently 

lacks sufficient government operations capacity. Establishing this facility would 

strengthen regional coordination and improve response capabilities for earthquakes, 

natural disasters, and public health emergencies. 

 

Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting public health and emergency 

preparedness investments that protect residents and strengthen community resilience 

throughout the Coachella Valley. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact my office at 760-346-6342 or at Assemblymember.Wallis@assembly.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

GREG WALLIS 

Assemblymember, 47th District 

 

GW:fo 





Kim Saruwatari, M.P.H., Director             Jennifer Chevinsky, M.D., Public Health Officer
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Dr. Jennifer R. Chevinsky, MD MPH FACPM
4065 County Circle Drive
Riverside, CA 92503

Letter of support: Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control Sterile Mosquito Project

Dear Congressman Calvert,  

I am writing to express my support of the Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control 
District’s funding request for the Sterile Mosquito Insectary and Emergency Operations Center.

a. Sterile Mosquito Insectary

We appreciate the work of the Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District, 
protecting valley residents and visitors from mosquito bites and the pathogens that they 
can transmit. In recent years, the increase in the black and white mosquito Aedes aegypti
has posed growing concerns for our community. These mosquitoes bite throughout the 
day and can transmit dengue and other pathogens that can impact the health of our residents.

We understand that the District is beginning to use a technique to release sterilized mosquitoes to 
reduce the mosquito population. The long-term benefits of this control method, providing a 
sustainable solution, demonstrates the creativity and the commitment that the District has to our 
residents. We support their request for Community Project Funding, as mosquito control is most 
successful when applied to the entire community.

b. Emergency Operations Center (EOC)

The District would make a fitting location for an EOC given their proximity to Interstate 10. 
A secondary EOC could improve the region’s response to earthquakes and other emergencies. 
Additionally, placing an EOC in a mosquito control district would allow for responses to public 
health emergencies, such as potential local transmission of dengue.



Kim Saruwatari, M.P.H., Director             Jennifer Chevinsky, M.D., Public Health Officer

4065 County Circle Drive, Riverside, Ca. 92503 / 951.358.5000 / www.rivcoph.org

I respectfully encourage you to support this proposal and look forward to seeing this
project’s successful implementation. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jennifer R. Chevinsky, MD MPH FACPM
Public Health Officer
Riverside University Health System - Public Health
Riverside County Department of Public Health
Executive Assistant – Mehrak Makooi (T: 951-358-5121)
Website: www.rivcoph.org
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Congressman Ken Calvert 

2205 Rayburn Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

RE: Letter of support for Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control Sterile Mosquito Project 

 

Dear Congressman Calvert,   

 

I am writing to express my support for the Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District’s funding request for 

the Sterile Mosquito Insectary and Emergency Operations Center. 

 

Sterile Mosquito Insectary 

 

I appreciate the work of the Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District, protecting valley residents and 

visitors from mosquito bites and the pathogens that they can transmit. In recent years, the increase in the black and white 

mosquito Aedes aegypti has changed how we are able to enjoy our homes. These mosquitoes bite throughout the day. I 

also understand that these mosquitoes can transmit dengue and other pathogens that we do not have in Riverside County. 

 

I am excited about the technique that the District is beginning to use to release sterilized mosquitoes to reduce the 

mosquito population. The long-term benefits of this control method, providing a sustainable solution, demonstrates the 

creativity and the commitment to that the District has to our residents. I support their request for Community Project 

Funding, as mosquito control is most successful when applied to the entire community.  

 

Emergency Operations Center 

 

The District is an ideal location for an Emergency Operations Center given their proximity to Interstate 10. The eastern 

Coachella Valley is critically underserved for government operations. A secondary Emergency Operations Center is 

needed to improve the region’s response to earthquakes and other emergencies. Additionally, placing an EOC in a 

mosquito control district would allow for responses to public health emergencies.  

 

I respectfully encourage you to support this proposal and look forward to seeing this project’s successful implementation.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Gonzalez 

Assemblyman, 36th District  
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