


























JASON E. UHLEY 
General Manager-Chief Engineer 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 
2205 Rayburn Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Calvert: 

April 1, 2022 

1995 MARKET STREET 
RIVERSIDE, CA 92501 

951.955.1200 
FAX 951.788.9965 

www.rcflood.org 

I am writing to thank you for your support of the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (District) Murrieta Creek Flood Protection, Environmental Restoration and 
Recreation Project (Project) and to request your assistance in supporting the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' (Corps) request for $500,000 in the Corps FY 2023 Investigation funding for the 
continuation of the General Re-Evaluation Report (GRR). In addition, we are requesting further 
support with including $10,200,000 in funding for the Project in the Corps FY 2023 Construction 
funding to update the previously completed Phase 2B construction drawings to reflect as-built Phase 
IIA conditions and support initial construction funding of the Phase 2B improvements. We are asking 
for these funds to be included in the Corps of Engineers' portion of the FY 2023 Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Bill. 

The District has been working closely with the Corps Los Angeles District to move the Project forward 
on an aggressive schedule to bring much needed flood protection to the community. As a result of 
these efforts, Phases I and IIA sediment removal is complete as of December 2021 and Phase IIA of 
the Project is complete as of January 2022. We are now excitedly awaiting the Phase I and IIA 
Operation and Maintenance Manual so that the Corps can turn Phases I and IIA over to the District, 
and the District can in turn work with the City of Temecula to open the Phase I and IIA trails to the 
public. 

Completion of Phase IIB of the Project will also benefit census tracts that are defined as being moderate 
to high socially vulnerable based on the Center for Disease Control's (CDC) analysis of the following 
four criterion: Socioeconomics, Household Composition & Disability, Minority Status & Language, 
and Housing Type & Transportation. These vulnerable communities remain at risk to flood hazards 
until this important project is completed. The Project will also ultimately provide enhanced 
environmental habitat, recreational trails, and parks that will benefit these communities. 

The full federal/local investment in the Project will provide: 

• Protection of nearly 600 structures worth $1.35 billion; 
• Protection of a five million gallons per day wastewater treatment plant serving over 40,000 

residents; 
• Flood risk reduction to Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton ; 
• Creation of habitat for several federally endangered species, including least Bell's vireo and 

Southwest Willow Flycatcher; 
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• Creation of four miles of continuous habitat corridor within the channel and 160 acres of habitat 
creation and restoration within the Phase 3 Basin; 

• Important connectivity between the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve and the Santa 
Margarita Ecological Reserve envisioned by the Western Riverside County Multiple Species 
Habitat Conservation Plan; and 

• Over four miles of continuous trails along the channel and over 40 acres of active park use 
within the Phase 3 Basin. 

The Project continues to have strong community support due to regional and national flood protection, 
environmental restoration, and recreation benefits. This support is demonstrated by the attached 
Legislative Platform excerpts and Resolutions from the County, District, and City of Temecula. 

I greatly appreciate your past and ongoing support of the Project and appreciate your support of our 
funding request to advance the Murrieta Creek Flood Protection Project. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Attachments: 
1. Excerpts of Legislative Platforms for Riverside County and Temecula 
2. Resolution No. 97-59 
3. Resolution No. 96-126 

c: Richie O'Connell, Richie.O'Connell@mail.house.gov 

RLD:JU:bad 
P8/243091 
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Excerpts of Legislative Platforms 
for Riverside County and the City 

of Temecula
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FEDERAL FUNDING FOR FLOOD DAMAGE REDUCTION 

PROJECTS (FEDERAL) 

ISSUE 
The District relies on annual federal funding appropriations providing funding to the Corps of 

Engineers for projects authorized in the bi-annual federal Water Resource Development Act, 

and other bills to assist with construction and emergency repair of critical stormwater 

management projects.  Federally funded projects include: the Santa Ana Mainstem Project; 

Murrieta Creek Flood Protection; Environmental Restoration and Recreation Project; Santa 

Ana River Levee Repair Project and emergency projects associated with the 2019 Valentine’s 

Day storm. 

 

The District currently partners with federal agencies, including FEMA and the US Army Corps 

of Engineers (USACE) to deliver flood infrastructure of national interest in Riverside County.  

These projects, totaling over $500 million in combined infrastructure value, are dependent on 

annual appropriations from Congress and Work Plan approvals and inclusion from agencies 

including the Office of Management and Budget, FEMA and the Army Corps. It is important 

that the District work with the agencies and the local Congressional delegation to ensure that 

the project requirements and funding needs are understood and properly incorporated into 

federal agency funding requests and congressional legislation.  

 

ACTION 
❖ Ensure that the implementation of the Water Resources Development Act, Stafford Act 

and other federal authorization and budget bills benefits/addresses Riverside County 

Flood Control issues, projects and programs.  

❖ Support funding and completion of vital flood and water infrastructure projects including 

the Santa Ana Mainstem Project, Murrieta Creek Project, the Santa Ana Levee Restoration 

project and recent emergency projects responding to federally declared disasters.  

❖ Support for efforts through the Corps, Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) 

and the Office of Management and Budget to include funding on a project basis 

for the District’s projects in the Corps’ annual Work Plans. 

 

 ENSURE EFFECTIVE AND APPROPRIATE ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 

AND REGULATIONS (FEDERAL) 

ISSUE 
District operations can be impacted by changes to the Endangered Species Act, the Clean 

Water Act, and other federal laws, rules and regulations.   For example, proposed changes 

to the federal definition of “Waters of the United States” under the Clean Water Act could 

have significant impacts on District Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting needs and costs.   

Additionally, District maintenance projects are also subject to renewable environmental 

permits that may require new mitigation expenditures for each permit renewal – even in cases 

where the maintenance regimen does not change.  The imposition of new mitigation 

requirements as part of each permit renewal significantly increases maintenance costs and 

is an unnecessary byproduct of federal agency interpretation of regulations.  Riverside 

County Flood Control operations are impacted by the Clean Water Act, the Endangered 
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CITY OF TEMECULA 

 
2022 STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

 
Approved: January 18, 2022 

 
The Legislative Platform is a tool to protect and promote the City’s interests on priority issues and 
legislative/regulatory matters that may impact the City at the state and federal level. The guiding 
principles and policy statements below allow City staff and legislative advocates to address 
legislative and regulatory issues in a timely and directed manner, without precluding City Council 
consideration of additional legislative matters arising throughout the year. This platform 
supplements existing City Council established goals and policies in various documents including 
the City’s General Plan and Quality of Life Master Plan (QLMP). 
 

 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

 
I. Preservation of Local Control 

Support measures that preserve and protect the City’s general law powers and duties 
to enact legislation and policy direction concerning local affairs. Oppose measures that 
preempt local authority.  
 

II. Promotion of Fiscal Stability 
Support measures that promote fiscal stability, predictability, and financial 
independence. Support measures that preserve and promote the City’s revenue base. 
Oppose measures that mandate costs with no guarantee of local reimbursement or 
offsetting benefit. Oppose measures that shift local funds to the county, state or federal 
government, without offsetting benefit. 
 

III. Support Funding Opportunities  
Support measures that allow the City to compete for its fair share of regional, state 
and federal funding including competitive grants and other funding programs. Support 
measures that promote dedicated funding streams at the regional, state and federal 
levels allowing the City to maximize local revenues, offset and leverage capital 
expenditures, and maintain City goals and standards. 
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General Policy Statements: 
 

• Support legislation that increases local control and limits additional financial burdens 
related to employee relations and collective bargaining that can be appropriately 
negotiated at the bargaining table.  

 
City-Specific Policy Statements: 
 

• Resolution No. 97-77 – Support legislation that preserves the ability of local, regional and 
state government to contract with private firms on a competitive basis to design projects.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 
General Area of Review: Air, water and water quality, climate change, CEQA, integrated waste 
management, hazardous materials, coastal issues, and utilities. 
 
General Policy Statements: 
 

• Support legislation and funding to create a sustainable and stable water supply, 
encourage conservation of water resources and reduce urban runoff pollution.  

• Support legislation and funding for renewable energy and advanced technologies 
that reduce energy use while providing a public benefit that is greater than the cost 
of compliance.  

• Support legislation and funding for local government energy efficiency and 
renewable energy programs.  

• Support legislation and funding for recyclable materials markets while maintaining 
local authority and flexibility to regulate solid waste and recyclables.  

 
City-Specific Policy Statements: 
 

• Resolution No. 95-37 – Support legislation that provides adequate safeguards to ensure 
conservation of threatened and endangered wildlife resources while balancing significant 
quality of life and financial impacts on local communities.  

• Resolution Nos. 96-126 and 97-59 – Support legislation and funding for flood control and 
prevention programs, including those that affect Murrieta Creek and Temecula Creek. 

• Resolution Nos. 98-36 and 08-78 – Support legislation and funding for the development 
of new technology to promote clean fuel and combat air pollution while providing a public 
benefit that is greater than the cost of compliance.  

• Resolution No. 99-49 – Support legislation and funding for a safe, clean and reliable water 
supply for California.  

• Resolution No. 08-77 – Support legislation that reduces emissions from marine vessels 
affecting air quality while providing a public benefit greater than the cost of compliance.  

• Resolution No. 11-81 – Support legislation to expand wilderness areas that enhance local 
tourism and improve recreational opportunities for future generations.  
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Resolution No. 96-126



RESOLUTION NO. 96-126

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TEMECULA REQUESTING THE URGENT SUPPORT OF
CONGRESSMAN KEN CALVERT, CONGRESSMAN RON
PACKARD, CONGRESSMAN SONNY BONO, THE
RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, AND THE RIVERSIDE
COUNTY    BOARD    OF    SUPERVISOR    TOWARDS
IMPROVEMENT OF MURRIETA CREEK

       WItEREAS, the City Council feels it is imperative that flood protection caused by severe
rainstorms be provided along Murrieta Creek "The Creek", and

       WltEREAS, during the rainstorms of January through March 1993, Old Town Temecula
suffered closed streets, loss of east/west access, flooding of homes and commercial entities,
damage to properties, a need for emergency personnel around the clock, to establish both an
Emergency Operating Center and Disaster Shelter, and

       WltEREAS, the threat of flooding discourages building construction and forces property
owners to purchase special flood insurance on occupied buildings, and

       WHEREAS, flood protection will promote economic development and multi-purpose
recreational amenities along the Creek's 11.5 mile corridor, and

       WItEREAS, the City Council considers the improvement of the Creek as one of its
highest priority capital project needs.

       NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Temecula
does hereby request the urgent support of Congressman Ken Calvert, Congressman Ron 
Packard,
Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, and the Riverside County 
Board
of Supervisors to assist the Cities of Murfieta and Temecula and its constituency towards:

1. Congressional funding need estimated at a $45 million.

o

Riverside County Flood Control and Wate~ Conservation District's focused
efforts at streamlining its process for urgently needed protection along the
Creek.

Declaration by the Board of Supervisors that Murrieta Creek is its highest
priority flood control need for Federal funding within Riverside County.
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Recognition of the need for urgent consideration be given by the Board of
Supervisors to establish a time frame for construction of the proposed
detention and desilting basin at Cherry Street and Jefferson Avenue to
provide early protection.

That design, environmental permitting, right of way engineering and other
tasks be assisted by consultant help and be scheduled and performed on a
parallel track, rather than a sequential one, where possible.

       PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED, by the City Council of the City of Temecula
at a regular meeting held on the 22nd day of October, 1996.

ATTEST:

emans, Mayor

     Greek, CMC, Cii~-~ '

[SEAL]

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE) ss
CITY OF TEMECULA )

I, June S. Greek, City Clerk of the City of Temecula, California, do hereby certify that
Resolution No. 96-126 was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council of the City of
Temecula at a regular meeting thereof held on the 22nd day of October, 1996 by the following

vote:
AYES:              4       COUNCIL MEMBERS:                   Birdsall, Ford, Roberts, Stone
NOES:              0       COUNCIL MEMBERS:                   None
ABSENT:            1       COUNCIL MEMBERS:                   Lindemans
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June S. Greek, ~ City Clerk


