Congress of the United States
TWasghington, DE 20510

May 31, 2013

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC

Dear President Obama,

We are writing to request your assistance with finding a solution for the
small number of Russian orphans who have already met and bonded with their
American families, yet were not able to have their adoptions completed due to the
Russian adoption ban. We understand that you will be meeting with President
Putin in June during the G8 Summit. We ask that you prioritize this issue and seek
commitment from President Putin to finding a humanitarian solution.

Politics between the United States and Russia have become personal to
several hundred Russian orphans and the families in the United States hoping to
adopt them. These are children without parents, families, or homes. Many are in
need of urgent medical care; all are in need of a future filled with promise. These
children have no voice. These children have already been promised homes in
America, and they have bonded with these American parents. The Government of
Russia’s unwillingness to allow their cases to be completed adds yet another
trauma to their young lives.

We have met many of these families and spoken with them frequently. They
remain completely dedicated to these children, and they are trying everything in
their power to help them. Approximately 230 of these families had traveled to
Russia before the adoption ban to spend time with the children with whom they
were matched. These devoted families already think of the children they were
matched with as their sons and daughters.

Mr. President, we must find a humanitarian solution for these children and
these families. We were cautiously optimistic when the Government of Russia
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sent a delegation to the United States a few weeks ago, but the outcome of that
visit was disappointing.

We ask you to raise this issue with President Putin directly in the hopes that
two world leaders can step back for a moment and find a way out of the political
morass for a few hundred wounded children. Based on the briefings we have
received from the Department of State and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, we know that there are options for bringing these children home, despite
the ban. The issue, then, becomes a question of convincing the Russians to put the
children’s needs first. We thank you in advance for your efforts on behalf of this
group of children and families.

Sincerely
Mary L. Landrieu Rdy Blunt
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
Keiiy A. Ayé‘( 1e 7 ]ﬂmmy Baldwin
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

Mark BCUIC};

John Barrasso

U.S. Senator .S, Senator
H A _A- Joord Dpmin 2
Michael F. Bennet Richard Blumenthal
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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Richard J. Durbin Michael B. Enzi
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator
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Frank R,

U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
™ Mike Lec~~ Carl Levin
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator
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Robert Men
U.S. Senat
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U.S. Senator
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Rob Portman
U.S. Senator

U.S. Senator
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Jerry Moran
U.S. Senator
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Rand Paul
U.S. Senator

Mark L. Pryor 5

U.S. Senator
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U.S. Senator
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Michele Bachmann Karen Bass
Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress

Tfent Franks Steve Israel
Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of UTS” Congress
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Julia Brown[ev
Member of U.S. Congress
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/} Me ber of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress
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Member oPU.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Memb¢f of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress

Lewwin

/ John Lewis
/ Member of U.S. Congress

(f‘“\

Davld Loebsack
Member of U.S. Congress

%/@/

- Nﬁq M. Lowey
Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congra.ss
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Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress

Sean Patrick Malo
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Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
Frank R. Wolf a
Member of U.S. Congress Member of U.S. Congress
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