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June 3, 2008 
 
The Honorable Ken Calvert 
United States House of Representatives 
2201 Rayburn Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
RE: H.R. 5102 – Our Nation's Trade, Infrastructure, Mobility, and Efficiency Act (ON TIME 

Act) of 2007– SUPPORT 

 
Dear Congressman Calvert: 
 
The County of San Bernardino is pleased to support H.R. 5102 – Our Nation's Trade, 
Infrastructure, Mobility, and Efficiency Act of 2007, commonly referred as the ON TIME Act.  
One of the main provisions of this bill is the creation of a national freight fee based on the value 
of goods moved.  
 
H.R. 5102 will dedicate all funds received to specific transportation improvements, such as 
freeway expansions, grade crossing separations, and dedicated truck lanes, in areas most 
impacted by the more than 300 ports of entry across the country. 
 
San Bernardino County is acutely impacted by Southern California’s two seaports, which handle 
nearly one-third of the nation’s container traffic. Therefore, the County supports your efforts to 
recognize how the movement of goods and cargo from point of entry to the end user creates 
traffic congestion and deteriorates existing transportation infrastructure.  By assigning a 
reasonable fee to imported and exported cargo, this legislation would generate steady funding 
for much-needed reprieve from increasing congestion on Southern California trade corridors. 
 
Goods movement must be dealt with on the national level, and great care should be taken to 
address the needs of and impacts to local governments and their residents. H.R. 5102 will 
expedite cargo movement by providing transportation funding to areas most impacted by trade, 
thus allowing local governments to vastly improve aging trade corridors. For these reasons, the 
Board of Supervisors of San Bernardino County supports H.R. 5102. The Board thanks you for 
your attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
PAUL BIANE 

Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
 
cc:  San Bernardino County Congressional Delegation 
 



REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

June 3, 2008 
 
FROM: LANCE M. LARSON, Director of Legislative Affairs 
 Board of Supervisors 
 
SUBJECT: SUPPORT H.R. 5102, ON TIME ACT OF 2007 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the Board of Supervisors support for H.R. 5102, introduced by 
Representative Ken Calvert (R-CA), addressing the creation of a national freight fee based on the 
value of goods moved.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  In January 2008, Congressmen Ken Calvert (R-CA) and Jesse 
Jackson, Jr. (D-IL) introduced the "Our Nation's Trade, Infrastructure, Mobility, and Efficiency Act 
of 2007" or the "ON TIME Act of 2007" bill that would establish a national trade gateway corridor 
fee for every article that is imported into or exported from the United States based on its value.   
Monies collected from this fee would then be disbursed as grants to fund transportation 
improvement projects that will mitigate the effects of the increasing freight traffic in identified trade 
corridors. Examples of the types of projects that would be funded include grade separations and 
truck lanes on freeways.  The bill has been referred to the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials, where it remains for discussion 
and future hearing. 
 
The effects of freight transportation have been an important issue for residents and municipalities 
in San Bernardino County and will remain a critical consideration as the volume continues to grow 
via truck and train. However, without the needed capital funds to make the critical infrastructure 
improvements, the inevitable result will be slower freeway speeds from the increased number of 
freight trucks and worsening local traffic congestion from more frequently blocked railroad 
crossings caused by the growing number of freight trains. Like other motorists on the roads, San 
Bernardino County is very much affected by the congestion caused by growing freight 
transportation, which slows County services, increases fuel consumption and degrades on-time 
performance.  Any improvement to this situation will have a positive effect on County operations 
and allow the Agency to provide better and more cost-effective services for our customers. 
 
Passage of this legislation would not provide direct operating or capital funds to San Bernardino 
County, but the projects it aims to fund will expedite cargo movement by providing transportation 
funding to areas most impacted by trade, thus allowing local governments to vastly improve aging 
trade corridors. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  None at this time. 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
SUPPORT H.R. 5102, ON TIME ACT OF 2007 
JUNE 3, 2008 
PAGE 2 OF 2 
 
REVIEWED BY:  This item has been reviewed by County Counsel (Rex Hinesley, Chief Assistant 
County Counsel, 387-5480) on May 20, 2008, and the County Administrative Office (Kathy 
Kubesh, Principal Administrative Analyst, 387-4636) on May 20, 2008. 
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):  All  
 
PRESENTER:  Lance Larson, Director of Legislative Affairs, 387-4821 
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